Matthay and Schwartz' book of complications tries to do a lot in its 343 pages. Schwartz opens with a comprehensive chapter on airway complications incorporating diagrams and photographs, which sets the tone for a quality publication. The "complication" theme deals with mechanical ventilation, respiratory and airway problems, before turning to haemodynamic monitoring. Monitoring tools must and do come in for criticism in a book of complications, but the three chapters devoted to the pulmonary artery catheter retain balance and perspective. The chapter by A. F. Connors is free of blind criticism, finishing with a thoughtful appraisal of the catheter's place in today's unit.
The second half of the book is a systematic synopsis of organ dysfunctions, despite titles such as "Neurological Complications of Intensive Care Medicine" and "Ethical Complications in the Intensive Care Unit". This compression of the practice of Critical Care Medicine into half of a smallish book makes for a set of heavily referenced notes. Despite the uniquely North American authorship, these chapters would lend themselves to cramming for the F.I.C.A.N.Z.C.A. final exam, with 1,752 classic and recent references (taking up 20% of the book's wordspace) to support the multi-authored assertions.
The The book uses scenarios based around a freestanding surgicentre, a community general and a tertiary referral hospital to illustrate its points. The breadth of topics covered is a challenge in itself. There are excellent chapters which cover the nature of the operating room environment and an analysis of strategies and incentives, particularly in a managed care and cost competitive environment.
While these examples are well worked and are useful in explaining the points made, I am not sure how well some of them translate to the Australian environment. This is not to criticize the use of examples. The book is extremely effective in covering a broad range of topics which should be considered in the management of operating rooms. The chapters dealing with financial aspects require careful scrutiny of the balance sheets provided as examples. I found this difficult to do without detailed knowledge and background to the figures.
The book may have particular value in helping managers and accountants without operating room experience to understand some aspects of dealing with operating rooms. The book may also have value in helping those of us involved in operating room management at any level, to understand the perspectives of other professional groups and their incentives. While not an easy read, this book certainly provides a valuable insight into the broad range of issues in operating room management.
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